Prominent septal hypertrophy: a contra-indication for transapical aortic valve implantation?
We report a case of transapical aortic valve implantation in a patient with severe left ventricular hypertrophy. The valve was deployed but failed to attain stable seating because of a hypertrophied septal ridge encroaching on the landing zone. Moderate perivalvar insufficiency was also noted. A second valve was deployed in an attempt to achieve stable seating and correct the perivalvar leak. This was unsuccessful and the two-valve complex embolized into the ascending aorta. The valves were moved and seated in the proximal descending thoracic aorta. The technical issues of transapical aortic valve implantation in patients with severe left ventricular hypertrophy are reviewed.